Preparation of Formal Lab Reports for Physical Science Exam 






· Lab reports are to be typed. Write in the 3rd person, past tense. Example: “The distance was measured”, not “We measured the distance.”

· Do not attach lab handouts to the report. Retype your raw data.
· Safety & Proper Use of Equipment and Cleanup - You will be evaluated on this during lab and do not need to include it in your report.



· Lab reports are due at 3 pm on Friday, May 19th. NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!!
Label each section as follows:
Title Page – The name of the lab is in the center of the title page, name, course (Physical Science), date, and period are in the lower right corner.

Purpose – State the purpose of the lab in 1 or 2 sentences. It may be a question or hypothesis (claim) you will address. 
Question and Hypothesis – What is the question you are answering.  Remember it must tell me the topic of the experiment, the relationship between the IV/DV, and how you will experiment. Be sure your hypothesis is in if, then, because format. 
Independent variable, dependent variable, and constant(s). 

Materials – Create a bulleted list of the materials. A sketch or picture of the equipment setup may be included.

Procedure – Use a numbered list. Do not write steps in paragraph form.
Data / Graphs – Retype or replicate the tables from the lab handout, making changes where appropriate. Label your columns and use the correct number of significant digits. Scatter point graphs should be used to analyze your data. All graphs must have a title, axes labeled with units, key (if necessary), and legend.
Analysis & Conclusion – Write a scientific explanation based on your experiment in paragraph form.
· Restate your claim (hypothesis). Was it supported or not?
· Provide evidence for the claim, usually from analysis of the graph. Remember I must see some sort of data that is backing up your rejection or support of the hypothesis.
· Provide reasoning that links the evidence to the claim. 
· What are the sources of error in your experiment?  Do not list “human error” or mistakes. List factors that contribute to your measured or calculated values being different than theoretical values. Example: The cart lost some of its velocity due to friction between the wheels and the track.
· Is there any way you would modify the lab next time for better results?

This concludes your lab report. Attach a rubric (given out).
Lab Report Rubric







worth 25 points
Attach a copy of this rubric to each lab report. Do not attach lab handouts.




Lab Report Title:____________________________________________________________



Date:_____________

Title Page


0
1

Purpose


0
1

Question and Hypothesis
0
1
2
IV/DV/Control 

0
1
2
3
Materials


0
1

Procedure


0
1
2
Data



0
1
2


Graph and labels

0
1
2
3
4
5


Analysis/conclusion of data
0
1
2


Support/reject hypothesis
0
1
2

Error



0
1

Extension of experiment
0
1



Cleanup


0
1
(as observed by the instructor)
Attach Rubric


0
1
Comments:
Total Score:__________




