
A LAB ON CRIME SCENE EVALUATION
CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION:
The goal of most crime scene investigations is to answer some or all of the following questions: 

· Who is the perpetrator, and who is the victim? 

· What happened, when, and why? 
· How did the crime happen? 

· Where did it happen (the location of the body is not always at the primary crime scene)? 

· What is the evidence? 

A brief examination of the scene will often provide a general theory of what occurred, while forensics often reveals hidden clues. Body temperatures can be used to approximate the time of death, as well as any insect found in or on the body (the stage of development of fly larvae can also indicate the time of death). If there is blood, DNA can be analyzed. Also, hand or shoe prints can be analyzed to provide the approximate height and stride of the suspect. Both time of death and the suspect’s stride can be used to approximate a radius that the suspect must be in. Investigators use many types of clues together to narrow down the potential pool of suspects. Finally, detectives use the evidence to piece together a hypothesis about what happened to the victim. 
BACKGROUND:

Last night, a murder was committed on the grounds of Wixom Christian School. The victim was identified as a 25-year-old red headed male. At 9:00 P.M., the custodian discovered his body in the old teacher workroom as he made his rounds cleaning. The victim had been sliced with a knife and was found lying face down.  Before he was removed from the scene of the crime, the position of his body was outlined with tape. None of the other items at the scene were disturbed. You will work with a team in order to propose a hypothesis to a question based on the crime scene. 
YOUR FORENSIC TEAM WILL CONSIST OF THREE PEOPLE:
_________________ WILL BE THE EVIDENCE COLLECTOR
_________________ WILL BE THE REPORT WRITER
_________________ WILL BE THE SYNOPSIS WRITER

PROCEDURE:
1. Enter the crime scene. Watch where you walk. Touch nothing. 
2. The evidence collector will generate a list of all evidence found in the crime scene (This may take some time. Be sure to carefully observe all aspects of the crime scene). 
3. The report writer will begin to fill in their narrative police report organizing the information gleaned from the scene. 
4. Using the list of evidence collected, your group will identify a question that can be answered from the list below (question must be testable) and identify a hypothesis to answer the question chosen from the list below (must match the question selected and include all the appropriate components). 
5. After identifying the question and hypothesis, your group will write a synopsis that outlines how the pieces of evidence collected support the hypothesis proposed by your group. 
SYNOPSIS DETAILS
You are to prepare a detailed report explaining what you think happened at the crime scene. Be sure to mention all physical evidence found at the scene! This final report should essentially be a story of what your group thought occurred at the scene of the crime, and should account for how all the evidence got to be where it was found. This report, along with your drawing, will be presented to the class as if they were the jury.

Tips for Writing a Synopsis:
· Include why your evidence is credible. 

· Think about the order in which you present your evidence. You want to either start strong or end strong. Do not hide the most important piece of evidence in the middle. 

· Create momentum and suspense through the presentation of your evidence. This will emotionally appeal to your audience, and will help make your argument stronger. 

· Clearly present facts and logical reasoning to support your conclusion. 

POSSIBLE QUESTIONS TO ANSWER:
1. Who is the perpetrator (murderer)? Who is the victim? 
2. How did the crime happen (who, what, when, where, why)? 

3. What is the murder weapon? 

4. What is the evidence? 
POSSIBLE HYPOTHESES FOR QUESTIONS:

1. If the victim was a teacher, then a student stabbed her after trying to pay her off to raise their grade because she refused to change their grade in Biology. 
2. If the victim was a student, then another student shot her because she owed them money from buying snacks after school at the school store. 

3. If the victim was a person not associated with the school, then the janitor killed her. 
4. If the victim was a student, then she was stabbed in the Chemistry lab after school and shot in the Biology lab because she was trying to steal chemicals to sell on the black market. 
5. If the victim was a teacher, then she was shot in the Biology lab around 6:00pm while cleaning up the lab. 

6. If the knife is the murder weapon, then it will be covered in blood. 

7. The evidence is money, blood, a body, overturned tables and chairs, shoe prints, and bullet holes. 

